Somerset Regional Animal Shelter
100 Commons Way, Bridgewater New Jersey * 908-725-0308

FOSTER CARE GIVER INFORMATION

_______________________________________________

______________________

Last Name


First Name



Today’s Date

_____________________________________________________________________________

Street Address



City


State

Zip

_________________________
_________________________
__________________

Home Phone



Work Phone



Cell/Other

___________________________

E-mail address

******************************************************************************

Office Use Only

_____________________________

__________

________________________

Type of pet being fostered


# of pets

Breed

_____________
____________
__________________________________________

Age of pet

Gender

Color(s)

______________________________
__________________________________________

SRAS ticket number(s)


Expected date of return

______________________________________________________________________________

Special needs, medication, or other comments...

____________________________________________________________________________

FOSTER CARE CONTRACT

I, the undersigned, wishing to provide foster care for shelter pets from Somerset Regional Animal Shelter, do certify the following:

(Please initial)

____
I have read the Foster Care Procedures and agree to the terms set forth therein.  I agree to follow the procedures and understand that failure to do so may result in the termination of this contract at the discretion of Somerset Regional Animal Shelter.

____
I have discussed the Foster Care Procedures with the shelter manager or staff representative and have been given the opportunity to voice my questions and concerns.

____
I will place the well-being of my foster pet above all else and will do everything possible to ensure his health and comfort.

____
I understand the importance of my foster care duties and am ready to undertake the responsibility of caring for a Somerset Regional Animal Shelter foster pet.

____
I agree to take full responsibility for my foster pet and will not hold Somerset Regional Animal Shelter responsible for any damage or injury that may be caused by any pet I may foster.

Signed:

_________________________________________

_______________________

Foster Care giver(s)





Date

_________________________________________

________________________

SRAS representative





Date

Somerset Regional Animal Shelter

Foster Care Agreement

Important Phone Numbers:

-SRAS
-
908-725-0308


(Please leave a message on line 8.  A staff

  member will return your call during normal

  shelter hours.)

Afterhours Emergencies:

-Bridgewater Police
908-722-4111

(If you have a true emergency with your 

  foster pet, you can contact the Bridgewater

  Police.  Identify yourself as a SRAS 

  volunteer foster parent and let them know

  that you need the Animal Control Officer

  on duty to contact you.  An Animal Control

  Officer is on duty 24/7.)

Animerge
-
908-707-9077

(Animerge is an emergency clinic located on

  Rte 206 in Raritan, NJ.  It is open evenings,

  weekends and holidays.  SRAS has an 

  account with the clinic for emergencies.  In

  case of a medical emergency, please contact

  the shelter manager or Animal Control 

  Officer on duty for authorization.)

Foster Care Procedures

As a SRAS foster parent, you are an important part of the shelter team.  Our goal is to find new and loving homes for the many stray, injured, abandoned animals that come through our doors.  As a foster parent you give our pets the best possible chance at a healthy and happy future.  Typical foster situations can last from a few days to several weeks.  Whenever possible, pets will be clean, healthy and vaccinated before entering the foster home but the foster care givers must be prepared for a variety of situations, including bathing, medicating, ear cleaning, and quarantine.

Foster care givers should always keep the best interest of the foster pet in mind, taking all possible actions to help the pet feel comfortable, secure, and content.  Many of the animals who come to the shelter are frightened, suspicious, and debilitated, and require patient, loving care as they adapt to their new situations.

We require that the pets in your home be current on their rabies and DHPP (dogs) or FVRCP (cats) vaccinations.  Although all foster pets are vaccinated before leaving the shelter, they may still be incubating disease.  Timely annual boosters give the family pets in the foster household a basic immunity against most of the more dangerous diseases shelter animals may carry.  We also strongly recommend that you keep your pets and the foster pets separated.   However we encourage you to speak with your veterinarian about any concerns you may have about having foster pets in your home.

Housing

Foster dogs should be properly leashed or in fenced in areas and should not be left alone when outdoors.  All foster cats should be indoors at all times.  Foster homes should be secure with no chance of the pet escaping.  Foster pets should be confined to a spare room or cage when appropriate.  Each foster pet should be given its own food dish, water bowl, and cats should have their own litter box.  These should be separate from your household pets as to prevent possible transmission of diseases.  Litter boxes should be cleaned at least once per day.

Introductions:  Foster pets should be slowly introduced to other members of the household, especially children, and other dogs or cats.  We recommend confining the foster pet to a cage or spare room.  (A cat’s cage must be large enough to fit a litter box, food dish, water bowl, and sleeping area or bed comfortably.)  Cages work especially well in the introductory period for shy cats.  It prevents the cat from spending all of its time hiding under furniture, yet still allows them to feel safe.  For very timid cats, a box or extra blanket in the cage to hide in gives added security.

When the foster pet seems comfortable, it may be allowed more freedom within the household.  Contact with other household pets should be limited and supervised.  Foster pets should not be allowed free, unsupervised interaction with children or other household pets.

Safety:  Foster homes must be “pet-proofed” for maximum safety.  All breakable items should be removed from shelves; electrical cords should be taped down or otherwise secured; window screens, cabinets, and shelves should be securely fastened; and all hazardous chemicals should be removed from reach.  In addition, small items such as pins, buttons, thumb tacks, and nails should be put away, and dental floss, thread, and other string should be disposed of in covered garbage containers.  Chocolate, Tylenol, grapes, and onions should never be given to animals and should be kept well away from the reach of foster pets and other household pets.

DIET

Food: Foster animals may be fed dry or canned food, or both, according to each pet’s individual preferences.  Cats under one year of age and pregnant or lactating females should be given kitten food.  Dogs under one year of age and pregnant lactating females should be given puppy food.  Shelter staff will inform you if a special diet is required for your foster pet.  If necessary and if resources permit, the shelter will provide food for the foster pets.  This food is to be used exclusively for the foster pets and not for other household pets.  Foster care givers must be prepared to provide food for the foster pet if the shelter is unable to do so.  Most foster pets should be fed the amount of food recommended according to package directions.  Pregnant or lactating females or underweight animals may be fed more until they reach their optimum weight.

MEDICAL CARE

Routine Care: All SRAS pets are spayed or neutered and vaccinated for distemper and rabies (if over 3 months of age) before being adopted.  Dogs are heartworm tested and cats are tested for feline leukemia and feline AIDS.  Whenever possible pets are tested and vaccinated before going into a foster home.  Puppies and kittens may require vaccines or worming medication while in foster care.  These items are provided by the shelter.  A staff member will consult with you about administering this care.

Medical Problems: For non-emergency medical problems, including respiratory and other infections, abscesses, and general ill health, foster care givers should contact the shelter to discuss the problem.  If you call and get the voice mail system, please press 8 and leave a message in the general mailbox.  Arrangements for veterinary care will be made based on the severity of the condition and the convenience of the foster care giver.  SRAS has accounts and discounts with many veterinarians in the area but prior authorization is required before an appointment can be made.  However, in case of an EMERGENCY situation in which the foster pet’s life is in danger, you may call your own veterinarian or Animerge.  Examples include loss of consciousness or heartbeat, uncontrolled bleeding, having seizures, severe pain, and inability to urinate.  Foster parents may call upon their own veterinarian or Animerge for advice on whether a particular situation constitutes an emergency.  If emergency veterinary care is necessary, please transport the pet to the closest veterinarian.  Please contact the shelter manager or animal control officer on duty immediately. 

Payment: SRAS will perform all routine medical care, including vaccinations, deworming, Felv/FIV and heartworm testing, and altering, and will pay for all expenses resulting from ill health.  Other expenses will be covered only if pre-approved by the shelter manager.

SRAS will pay medical and other costs for foster pets only.  We will not cover medical costs for human family members or veterinary care for other pets in the household.  In the event that a disease or parasite spreads to other pets or family members in the household, foster care givers are responsible for these expenses.  Foster care givers are responsible for payment of injuries resulting from their own negligence and for any household or personal damage a foster pet may inflict.

TRANSPORT

Leashes and Carriers: All SRAS foster pets must be transported securely.  All dogs must have a collar and leash or be transported in an appropriate cage or carrier at all times.  Cats must ALWAYS be in a securely fastened cat carrier.  Under no circumstances shall a cat be carried or taken out of the foster home in anything other than a secure cat carrier.

TEMPERAMENT  TESTING
Testing: Foster care givers should expose their foster pets to various new situations and factors to determine circumstances under which the pet is and is not comfortable.  Foster care givers should use their best judgment in these situations as to not overly stress the foster pet but still gather information about their foster pet’s personality.  This information can be crucial to the successful placement into a permanent home.  These factors can include many of the following depending upon the type of pet:

children


catnip



nail clipping

lap sitting


strangers


food treats

other dogs or cats

various toys


being held or carried

scratching posts

petting



dry or canned food

grooming


walking on a leash

Please inform the shelter staff about the reactions your foster pet may have had to these or other situations.  Again, the more information we have concerning your foster pet, the more likely we are to place it in a successful and permanent home.

Time: Foster care givers must spend at least one hour per day interacting with their foster pet.  This is the absolute minimum amount of time it takes to learn the personality of a pet and help it adapt to life outside of an animal shelter.

RECORD KEEPING

Written Records: SRAS maintains written records of all medical information including, medications, vaccines, and spay/neuter dates as well as any medical problems or symptoms the pet may have.  Foster care givers are asked to notify SRAS of relevant information and dates.

Progress Reports: Foster care givers are encouraged to contact SRAS regularly to report on the foster pet’s progress, preferences, and quirks.  Care givers should also relate anecdotes and endearing behaviors, as this information helps distinguish an animal and make it more adoptable.  Reports may be e-mailed to sras.mail@verizon.net or you may call the shelter and leave information on the voice mail system.

ADOPTION

Inquiries: All inquiries for adoption should be directed to the shelter staff, even if the foster care giver is acquainted with the prospective adopter.  An adoption application must be filled out and an Adoption Counselor will conduct personal interviews and veterinary reference checks before approving an adoption.  Current adoption fees should be confirmed with shelter staff.

Foster Adoptions: Foster care givers may adopt their foster pet if they so desire.  Care givers should contact SRAS as soon as they decide to adopt in order to avoid the pet being promised to someone else.  Adoption is final upon receipt of a signed adoption contract and applicable adoption fees.

LIABILITY

  SRAS does not claim liability for any injury or damage that may be inflicted by a foster pet.  Many pets from animal shelters have uncertain backgrounds and may be unpredictable in certain situations.  Foster care givers are responsible for payment and reparation for any damage to persons or property by their foster pet. 

CONTRACT TERMINATION

Voluntary Termination: Any foster care giver wishing to terminate his or her foster care duties may do so by notifying SRAS.  If the care giver is fostering at the time of termination, a minimum of three days notice must be given to allow time to find another foster situation for the pet.

Discretionary Termination: SRAS may terminate a foster care contract if a foster home is deemed unsuitable or unsafe for foster animals, or if the foster care giver violates any provision of the foster care contract.  SRAS is not required to give advance notice of such termination, but must furnish a written explanation within seven (7) days of contract termination.
